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Europan 15 in Norway 
PRESS RELEASE 6.5.2019 

- Three Norwegian cities participate in Europan 15

The 15th edition of the now 30-year-old Europan competition addresses the theme of productivity and 
ecological transition in cities. With a rising awareness of climate change and its global consequences, 
the competition is now more topical than ever. Europe is witness to a new wave of extremist 
movement, while differences between urban and rural areas keep growing. Europan asks the new 
generation of architects and urban planners the heated questions of our time: how will we maintain 
equality and openness in our society, how do we cut our consumption levels while staying productive, 
how can we bring back balance with our environment? As future architects and urban planners, the 
competitors are in a position to define how these challenges will be met. Europan Norway believes that 
Europan is a tool to engage with these issues - and an arena to speak up. 

The three sites of Europan Norway focus particularly on the interaction between the rural and urban, the local and global. 
Each town inhabits a unique position in a network of relationships within collective knowledge, industries and ecosystems. 

Guovdageaidnu, a stronghold for Sámi tradition, looks for alternative approaches to planning with a need to include Sámi 
values in the planning practise. The competition task is to visualise ideas for a series of interventions and projects that can 
renew the economical and social productiveness in Guovdageaidnu.

Hydropower production, farming, and a growing number of second-home dwellers dominate the local economy of Rødberg. 
The town, where the rural and urban overlap, needs clever advertising of its hidden potential and unique resources. A 
renewal of the town centre should frame a forerunner in the movement towards a sustainable future in rapid change.

Raufoss, a small town with global connections, is home to Raufoss Industrial Park, a hub of competence in robotics and 
automation with 60.000 yearly visitors. In the midst of agricultural landscape, the municipality calls for a densified town with 
a mixture of programmes and typologies, integrating the synergetic flux of the industrial park.

Deadline for proposals is the 28th of July and the winners will be announced on the 2nd of December.

For more information contact Tone Berge on +47 40 22 30 19 or by email at post@europan.no. 
Or go to www.europan.no or www.europan-europe.com.

Facts about Europan:
• European architecture and urban planning competition for architects, landscape architects and urban planners under 

40 years old. This year, also student admission is allowed.
• Last competition attracted more than 1000 proposals for 44 sites in Europe.
• The competition serves a dual purpose: it offers cities and developers new and innovative solutions to urban planning 

and development, and provides an opportunity for young architects to get commissions by presenting new ideas.
• The Norwegian sites tend to be amongst the most popular sites.
• Earlier Europan competitions have led to building and planning commissions in Oslo, Hamar, Bergen, Trondheim, 

Stavanger and Tromsø among many other Norwegian cities. 
• Europan Norway is a foundation organising the Norwegian Europan competition. Europan Norway is composed of a 

secretariat and a board with representatives from The Oslo School of Architecture and Design, The Norwegian University 
of Science and Technology, Bergen School of Architecture, The National Association of Norwegian Architects, Design 
and Architecture Norway and The Norwegian University of Life Sciences. The competition is financed by its clients and 
partners and the Norwegian Ministry of Culture.

• The secretariat is managed by Kaleidoscope Nordic AS, for the first time in Europan 15. 
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About the participating Norwegian sites in Europan 15:

Rødberg developed from a settlement of two farms into an industrial 
community and is today the administrative and commercial centre of 
Nore og Uvdal. It is defined by its significant hydropower production 
plant, built in the 1920s. A common development for industry-based 
towns, Rødberg is facing a decline in its permanent population. It is also 
home to another tricky Norwegian phenomenon: the flux of up to 20.000 
second-home dwellers into the region during weekends and holidays. The 
fluctuation has a limited impact on Rødberg, which has not succeeded 
in creating attractions for the leisure time population. How can Rødberg 
develop more attractivity both for local residents, second home dwellers, 
investors and entrepreneurs? Can a strategy connecting Rødberg to the 
productive territory reverse the decline of the trading industry, put new 
life into empty premises and give life to the town centre?

Guovdageaidnu is a small town in Northern Norway with a strong Sámi 
indigenous identity. The main industry in Guovdageaidnu is Sámi reindeer 
husbandry and processing of reindeer meat, antlers, skin and bones, 
used in traditional food and handicrafts, duodji. Out of these practices, a 
new scene is evolving with 1000 individual entrepreneurs on the break to 
cooperate. Guovdageaidnu is a forerunner in Norwegian education, on all 
levels from kindergarten to high school, hosting also science and research 
institutions including the Sámi University of Applied Sciences. How can the 
community capitalize on traditional know-how and self-reliance combined 
with advanced education, ICTs and high-tech? How can the landscape 
constitute new guiding principles for planning? The municipality looks for 
alternative approaches to planning that encompass new readings of the 
landscape and the abundant diversity of local initiatives.

Behind its security fence, the hyper-modern fabrication environment 
of the Raufoss Indutrial Park creates a physical and social division within 
the urban landscape of the town. With the recently established Catapult 
Centre for Manufacturing Technology, aiming to help SMEs develop 
ideas from concept to market launch, the border between inside and 
outside has however become more permeable. The industry’s expertise 
in innovation and the Catapult Centre’s role as an innovation facilitator 
are fundamental to the productive city of Raufoss. The competition site 
is in the middle of down-town and has a key position as it borders on the 
main street, the river, the railroad, the industrial park, and the shopping 
centre. By way of its location, the site has the potential to tie Raufoss 
together and become a connecting link to integrate production closer in 
the city mesh.


