


As one of the most important trade exchange channels, the Silk Road 
was also a “cultural bridge” between Asia and Europe. The system has 
existed for over 2,000 years. The Silk Road represented a form of the 
global economy and spanned the Asian continent with widespread 
transmission of knowledge and ideas which had a profound impact 
on the culture. A network of mostly land but also sea trading routes, 
the Silk Road stretched from China to Korea and Japan in the east, 
Turkey and Italy in the west and linked China through Central Asia to 
India in the south.

For millennia, highly valued silk, cotton, wool, ornamentations, food, 
musical instruments, architectural, philosophical, and religious ideas 
traveled those routes. Trading activities along the Silk Road over many 
centuries facilitated the transmission not just of goods but also ideas 
and culture, promoting a socio-cultural economy.



MISSION STATEMENT
Today, we have diffused the idea of identity, culture, roots, and traditions, forgetting 
the ‘past’ and focusing on the idea of ‘future’ not realizing the damage that is being 
done to the ‘present’. As globalization is being embraced, the cultural identity 
of places is dying. This changing culture of architecture has deeply affected our 
symbolic beliefs and attitude. It has affected us as well as the society and culture 
we live in. The layers of history are now disappearing memories.

Buildings inherently document the everyday life of a culture - the essence of a 
built-up environment is the manifestation of culture. They are repositories of the 
patterns of activity and movement of a society or people. Architecture reflects 
and influences culture, in a circle that arcs from art, food, dance, music, etc., and 
embracing values.

Architecture as Identity
Cultural engagement helps shape reflective individuals, facilitating greater 
understanding of their surroundings, increasing empathy, and an appreciation of the 
diversity of human experiences. Architecture is not merely about the ‘aesthetics,’ 
it is about functionality, about a ‘way of living.’ The role of culture in promoting 
architectural identity seems essential and thus, architecture becomes a direct 
expression of culture.

Sense of Belonging
At the intersection of the notions of culture and tourism, cultural centers increasingly 
stand out as the linkage between the exchange of values, habits, and social life. 
They are the most eternal means of expressing ourselves – of transferring ideas 
and values. Cultural Centers also play a vital role in retaining morals and beliefs for 
the community. The integration of architectural features, forms, and materials help 
imbibe the past as an active part of the future; a vision for the society in the coming 
years is just as important as retaining the values of old.



SITE
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, has remained the main administrative, 
cultural, political, trade and handicraft and centre of the region. The 
Architecture of Baku is not characterized by any genre or pattern; 
it is diverse and spans from Islamic to Russian and Postmodern 
Architecture. The city is located at the crossroads of the East and 
West is also a major seaport.

The narrative of this competition design stems from revisiting the solid 
traditional roots and foundation as well as sculpting the community 
for the years to come. Designing a center that houses a network for all; 
a space that welcomes all and celebrates the notion of co-existence.

The participants must consider the context and culture, and how the 
society and social needs are developing. The overall design should be 
sensitive to the history and enhance the originality of an experience 
within this unique setting.

Location: Baku, Azerbaijan
Latitude: 40°21’06” N, 49°50’10’’ E

Note: 
Please refer to the AutoCAD file for exact sizes & dimensions.
Topography of the site is available in the CAD file, but you can assume the site to be flat 
for convenience.



REGISTRATION
The competition is open to everyone in the world (architects, students, 
engineers etc.). You can participate individually or in a team. A team can 
have a maximum of three members only.

Standard registration: - 1st May 2021 - 30th June 2021
• For foreign participants: 60 EUR + Taxes (per team)
• For Indian participants: 1800 + Taxes (per team)

Late registration: - 1st July 2021 – 30th July 2021
• For foreign participants: 80 EUR + Taxes (per team)
• For Indian participants: 2100 INR + Taxes (per team)

Submission deadline: 31st July 2021

Result: 28th August 2021

*All deadlines are 11:59 PM- 00:00 IST (India)

Participants may register by filling the registration form and submitting it 
with appropriate payment through our secure payment gateways at www.
switchcompetition.com

The participants will receive their teamcode within 48 hours of completing the 
payment successfully.

Teamcode will be sent primarily to the email address provided to PAYUMONEY/PAYPAL.

GROUP DISCOUNT
As a part of our initiative to encourage more student participation, 
we offer great discounts if a minimum of 5 teams register from one 
particular architecture school/university. Contact us at queries@
switchcompetition.com to avail the offer.

PRIZES
Prizes worth EUR 2500 are up for claim with the distribution as follows:

FIRST PRIZE: EUR 1200
SECOND PRIZE: EUR 800
THIRD PRIZE: EUR 500

Apart from the winners, the jury will select ’10 Editors’ Choices’ who will 
be featured on our website and several other international magazines 
and websites across the world.  The winners and Editors’ Choices will be 
provided with an honorary certificate.



SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Proposal to be presented on one landscape oriented A1 (841 x 594mm) 
sheet in Jpeg format, maxium file size 8mb.

- File name: Teamcode.jpeg (example if teamcode is “ABC12345”, file 
name will be ABC12345.jpeg)

- Teamcode to be mentioned on the top right-hand corner of the sheet.

- Proposal must not include any information (name, organization, school 
etc.) That may give away your identity.

- Proposal may be presented using any technique of your choice 
(sketches, diagrams, 3d visualizations, model photos, cad drawings, 
etc.). 

How to Submit?

JPEG of your project must be submitted via email to:
submission@switchcompetition.com. TEAMCODE must be the subject of 
the email.

FAQ
All the questions related to the competition can be mailed to queries@
switchcompetition.com with ‘FAQ’ as the subject. 



REGULATIONS
Switch reserves the right to modify the competition schedule if deemed 
necessary.

Participant teams will be disqualified if any of the competition rules or 
submission requirements are not considered. 

Participation assumes acceptance of the regulations.

Team code is the only means of identification of a team as it is an 
anonymous competition.

The official language of the competition is English.

The registration fee is non-refundable.

Contacting the Jury is prohibited.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Please see the terms and conditions section on www.switchcompetition.
com

DISCLAIMER 
This is an open international competition hosted by Switch to generate 
progressive design ideas. There are no plans for any proposal to be built. 
The competition is organized for education purpose only. 

OTHER DETAILS
Website: www.switchcompetition.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/switchcompetition
Instagram: www.instagram.com/switchcompetition
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